ACCESS for ELLsTM English Language 

ACCESS for ELLs® stands for Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English for English Language Learners. It is a large-scale test that first and foremost addresses the English language development standards that form the core of Wisconsin’s approach to instructing and testing English language learners. These standards incorporate a set of model performance indicators (PIs) that describe the expectations educators have of ELL students at five different grade level clusters and in five different content areas.

The ACCESS for ELLs® assessment assesses language proficiency and does not assess content area knowledge., unlike the WKCE which assessed a student's comprehension in the content area.

The grade level clusters include K, 1-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. There are five content areas of the standards. The first is called social and instructional language (SI), which incorporates proficiencies needed to deal with the general language of the classroom and the school. The others are English language arts (LA), mathematics (MA), science (SC), and social studies (SS).

For each grade cluster, then, the standards specify one or more performance indicators for each content area within each of the four language domains: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. The continuum of language development within the five proficiency levels are:

	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4
	Level 5

	Entering
	Beginning 
	Developing
	Expanding
	Bridging


These levels describe the spectrum of a learner’s progression from knowing little to no English to acquiring the English skills necessary to be successful in an English-only mainstream classroom without extra support. This final, exit stage for ELL status is designated Level 6 (formerly ELL). Level 7 is used for students who are native English speakers or who have never been designated as ELL. Within each combination of grade level, content area, and language domain, there is a PI at each of the five points on the proficiency ladder, and the sequence of these five PIs together describe a logical progression and accumulation of skills on the path to full proficiency.

The goal of the ACCESS for ELLs™ test is to allow students to demonstrate their level of language proficiency.

Information from: http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/access.html
	Level
	Student Demonstrates

	6 – Reaching 
	· Specialized or technical language reflective of the content areas at grade level

· A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in extended oral or written discourse as required by the specified grade level

· Oral or written communication in English comparable to proficient English peers

	5 – Bridging
	· Specialized or technical language of the content areas

· A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in extended oral or written discourse including stories, essays or reports

· Oral or written language approaching comparability to that of proficient English peers when presented with grade level material

	4 – Expanding
	· Specific and some technical language of the content areas

· A variety of sentence lengths of varying linguistic complexity in oral discourse or multiple, related sentences or paragraphs

· Oral or written language with minimal phonological, syntactic or semantic errors that do no impede the overall meaning of the communication when presented with oral or written connected discourse with sensory, graphic, or interactive support

	3 – Developing 
	· General and some specific language of the content areas

· Expanded sentences in oral interaction or written paragraphs

· Oral or written language with phonological, syntactic or semantic errors that may impede the communication, but retain much of its meaning, when presented with oral or written, narrative or expository descriptions with sensory, graphic or interactive support

	2 – Beginning 
	· General language related to the content areas

· Phrases or short sentences

· Oral or written language with phonological, syntactic or semantic errors that often impede the communication when presented with one to multi-step commands, directions, questions, or a series of statements with sensory, graphic or interactive support

	1 – Entering 
	· Pictoral or graphic representation of the language of the content areas

· Words, phrases or chunks of language when presented with one-step commands, directions, WH-, choice or yes/no questions, or statements with sensory, graphic or interactive support


http://www.wida.us/standards/
	Nivel
	El Estudiante He Demostrado 

	6 – Alcanzando 
	· El vocabulario especializado o técnico de las materias a su nivel de grado.

· Una variedad de oraciones de longitudes diferentes y con una variedad de complejidad en discurso oral o escrito obligada por su nivel de grado.

· Discurso oral o escrito en ingles que es comparable a sus pares que hablan ingles.

	5 – Conectando
	· El vocabulario especializado o técnico de las materias.

· Una variedad de oraciones de longitudes diferentes y con una variedad de complejidad en discurso oral o escrito incluyendo los cuentos, composiciones o informes.

· Discurso oral o escrito aproximarse a sus pares que hablan ingles en las materias a su nivel de grado.

	4 – Extendiendo
	· El vocabulario específico y un poco de vocabulario técnico de las materias a su nivel de grado.

· Una variedad de oraciones de longitudes diferentes y con una variedad de complejidad en discurso oral o muchas oraciones relacionadas o párrafos.

· Discurso oral o escrito con pocos errores fonológica, sintáctico o que no dificultan el significado del discurso cuando frente con discurso oral o escrito con ayuda sensorial, grafico, o interactivo.

	3 – Desarrollando 
	· El vocabulario general y un poco de vocabulario específico de las materias a su nivel de grado.

· Las oraciones ampliadas en discurso oral o escrito.

· Discurso oral o escrito con errores fonológica, sintáctico o semántico que dificultan el discurso, pero retener mucho del significado cuando frente con discurso oral o escrito, o descripciones con ayuda sensorial, grafico, o interactivo.

	2 – Empezando 
	· El vocabulario general de las materias.

· Frases o oraciones cortas.

· Discurso oral o escrito con errores fonológica, sintáctico o semántico que dificultan el discurso con frecuencia cuando frente con ordenes, instrucciones, preguntas o frases con ayuda sensorial, grafico, o interactivo.

	1 – Entrando 
	· Representaciones ilustrado o grafico del vocabulario de las materias.

· Palabras, frases o pedazos de lenguaje cuando frente con ordenes, instrucciones, preguntas “WH-“(¿Cuando?  ¿Dónde?  ¿Quien?  ¿Por qué?  ¿Qué?), preguntas “sí/no”, o frases con ayuda sensorial, grafico o interactivo.  


See below for a description of each level








