Content Specific Challenges for ELL’s | B
Challenges for ELLs in Reading

‘English language learners face many obstacles when reading literature in Engllsh
Most literature is culture bound We expect students to have prior knowledge of.

literary genres such as fairy tales, myths, legends, and tall tales. If the teacher has -
not activated prior knowledge or built background information, knowing the .
- vocabulary will not solve the problem. ELLs may be able to read the words but it

doesn’t mean they w:ll understand the text. They are not aware of information that R

the author left unsaid; the mformation that “everyone knows.”

Here are some specnflc challenges that ELLs face when Iearnmg to readvf_ o
material in Engllsh. : : . .

1.an abundance of idioms and f‘gurative language in Engllsh texts
2. denSIty of unfamiliar vocabulary
| 3.use of homonyms and synonyms
"4.grammar"’usage eSpecially the “e)_tceptions to the rules'_'_f '
5.word order, sentence structure and syntax
| 6.difﬁ‘cult text structure with a topic sentence, supporting details an:d, concl_usion |
‘7.unfamiliarity'with the conn‘otative and denotative‘meanings of words | |
8.ELL‘s}may not have*practice in expressing an ‘opinion about text.
9.use of .regional u.s. dialects
10}.fear of participation and interaction with mainstream students,
11.story themes and endings can be inexplicable
12.literary terms for story development are not UnderstOOd ‘

13.unfamiliarity with drawmg conclusions, analyzmg characters and predictlng
outcomes

- imagery and symbolism‘ in text are difficult.




Challenges for ELLs in Somal Studles

Socual studies and U. S hlstory provide the blggest challenge to ELLs in their

, content classes. They have very limited background knowledge to activate. ELLs
N lack prior knowledge of U.S. and U.S. hnstory, geography, and current events

needed. Many students will memorize information for a test, but it has no relevance

: for them so the lnformat:on is quickly forgotten

ELLs dlfflcultles when studymg socnal stud|es ‘
1.Use of higher level thrnkmg Skl”S for reading and wr:tmg

2.Lack of f.amlllarlty with historical terms, government processes, and vocabulary.

3. Socnal Studles text contams complex sentences, passwe VOlce, and extenswe use
of pronouns ' :

4, ELLs may not be used to expressmg thelr personal opmlons

5 Natlonallstlc and Cultural focus of maps

| 6. Concepts Wthh do no ex:st in all cultures are diffi cult This includes privacy,

democratic processes rights of CItlzens, free will.

7.No concept of movement wnthm the structure of a. socrety

8 ELLs are seldom asked to contnbute an alternate vnew that reflects condltlons in

other countrles

- 9.Use in our schools of “tlmelme” teaching vs. learmng hlstory by “dynasty” or

perlod "

10. leﬁculty with understandlng what is said by the teacher and bemg able to take
notes. -

Amount of text covered and the ELLs’ inability to tell what is important in the text -
and what is not lmportant ‘ . - ,




SpeCific Challenges for ELLs in Science
ELLs ‘may lack of background knowledge in scnence Our “hands- on" approach is
different from what they are used to. Drawing conclusmns on their own may be

difficult for ELLs. In thelr own culture students may not have been tramed to make
- guesses '

' Challenges that ELLs face when studymg scnence'

1.The vocabulary of science presents a huge difficulty. There are a special. set of
terms for the student to learn. Even simple words that the student may
| know could have another meanlng in science.

2 Materlal is covered very fast

' _' 3. Dlrectlons are often multustep and dlff“ cult

4, There are too many concepts explalned on each page of a science text.

5, Cooperatlve learnmg may not fit in with students expenences in learnlng.

6 Vlsuals may be confusmg and dlfF cult to understand

'7.Sentence structure ‘is complex and the passive voice is used in textbooks.

8.What was »taught in class does not always match the assessment.

j 9.ELLs are not used to"science labs or equipment
10.Students lack background in scientific method

.11.There is no standard'form of delivery"of information -




Challenges for ELLs in Mathematlcs

Mathematics is not just arlthmetlc There are consuderable challenges for Engllsh

language learners in math. There are challenges for teachers of mathematics, too e

We may find that our ELLs use a dlfferent processes to arrive at answers. Many
teachers do not validate other systems and pnor mathematical knowledge Problem-
solving is not just language but a thought process. Students from other cultures

“may be more concerned with gettmg the correct response than w:th the process

They may not be able to JUStlfy thelr answers

Difficulties that ELLs face when Iearnlng mathematlcs.
1 formation of numbers varies from culture to culture

2.use of decnmal ponnt and comma vary from culture to culture .

3. Students have no experlence with our measurement system, It is an abstract to

them.

4 Math is not’ splrally taught in many cultures So students may not know a lot
' about geometry, for example. - '

5. Many students have never seen or worked with manlpulatlves They may not take

a lesson usmg manlpulatlves serlously
6 Students learn math by rote memory

7.Math curricula in thelr countries may be ‘p‘rimarily cval'culatlon.

- 8.Word problem‘s may not be introduced until much later.

9 Estlmatlng, roundmg, and geometry are not often taught as early in other .
cultures. ‘ -

- 10.Mathematical terms do not always translate well.

" 11.Mental math may be the norm. Students may not show work in addition,

subtraction, multiplication and drwsnon or they may show work ina dlfferent
way, '



